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Research guide

Guide to accessing  
2011 census information
Viewing Census 2011 information as a map 
Go to www.datashine.org.uk.

01.  Enter your postcode in the bottom  
panel and click ‘Go’.

02.  Use the ‘Data Chooser’ panel to select  
what you would like to view.

03.  Click on a category.
04.  Use the first drop-down menu to  

choose a census question topic.

05.  Use the second drop-down menu  
to choose a response.

06.  The ‘Key’ panel explains what you  
see on the map.

07.  The colour codes and percentages show how 
many residents match your chosen category.

08.  You can zoom in or out to see the 
information in more or less detail.

Viewing Census 2011 information as data tables 
Go to  www.nomisweb.co.uk.

 For information by area:
01.  Enter your postcode into the ‘Local Area 

Report’ search panel.
02.  This will give you several choices for the 

area your report covers. You can compare 
localities and how your community 
compares to its wider location. Choose from 
Ward,  Parish, Built-up area sub-division  
or Local Authority.

03.  Click on the blue text (your ward or town 
name) to view a summary of all census 
information.

04.  The Contents panel at the top of the report 
page provides quick links to each section of 
the report, or scroll to read the full report.

05.  Download tables to present them as charts.

For information by topic:
01.  Go to ‘Census’ in the top menu bar.
02.  Choose ‘Quick statistics’.
03.  Choose a Census topic, e.g. QS116EW 

‘Household type’.
04.  In the left-hand menu bar, choose an  

area. This can be anything from England  
and Wales to a specific local authority.

05.  Use the remaining menus to choose  
what data forms the rows and columns  
of your table.

06.  Click to view the detailed data as a  
table in your web browser.
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How to access  
1911 Census information
Various websites provide paid-for access to 1911 Census information and 
most offer a 14-day free trial that allows you to select your preferred service. 

The instructions below are an example only and do not constitute an endorsement  
or recommendation. For background on the 1911 Census visit www.1911census.org.uk.

For example, to use www.findmypast.co.uk:

01.  Register for an account (you only need access to census records).

02.  Choose ‘Search’ from the top menu and then ‘Census, land and surveys’.

03.  Scroll down past the form until a ‘Useful information’ bar appears on the right,  
and click ‘1911 Census for England & Wales’.

04.  Under ‘Where’ type your town in ’Location’ and select from the auto-complete options.

05.  You can choose to enter a road name in ‘Address’ (more exact) or enter a parish name  
(for broader information).

06.  Click on the ‘Search 1911 Census’ button.

07.  Students can browse through the records that appear, to explore household members, 
occupations and places of birth. They can use what they find to compare household numbers 
and employment examples with modern information, and to explore how families may have 
migrated to follow patterns of employment at the time.


